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causality of the feelings, there is another and a weightier^
reason why we should not regard the immediate affective
motives as the true or complete causal determinants of the
will. This reason is found in the very fact that the will
is not, as the above theory represents it, something foreign
and opposed to the feelings, but forms with them a single
coherent process, and cannot be separated from them except
by a process of abstraction that is not even always definite
as regards its limits. If, as we have seen, the feelings are
themselves merely undeveloped volitions, they can be said
to share in causing the will only as each stage in the course
of any process depends upon the preceding stage. Hence,
in the total complex of the causal conditions of will, the
immediate affective motives are effects far more than they
are causes. This is especially true of those decisive motives
which really determine the action in accordance with their
quality and direction. In so far as they precede the decision
of the will and are among the forces most active in the strife
between various motives, they form, it is true, a specially
important part of the causes of volitions. In so far, however,
as they accompany the action, or even its results, they are
integral parts of the effect itself. But all the feelings that
motivate an action presuppose other causal conditions just
as much as the motives that finally decide it. Feelings and
desires are thus simply the last members of a causal series
that is only to a very limited extent accessible to our intro-
spection, since it ends by taking in the whole previous history
of the individual consciousness and the sum total of the
conditions which originally determined the latter. And so
we see that every voluntary act, even the simplest, is the end
of an infinite series, of which the last links alone are open
to our observation.

But the term motive in its wider significance means not
merely the feelings that immediately indicate the direction